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Doing things the Wright way

Knighted in the New Year’s honours, we speak to Barts & the London Warden Professor Sir Nick Wright

Ferras Alwan

PROFESSOR Sir Nick Wright,
Warden of Barts and the
London studied medicine at
Durham  University before
completing a PhD at Oxford. A
histopathologist by training, he
had been Professor of
Pathology at Hammersmith
Hospital and Deputy Principal
of Imperial College School of
Medicine before moving to BL.
Popular amongst medical stu-
dents, Prof Sir Wright has con-
tinually supported the medical
school retaining its autonomy
and identity.

When did you find out?

25th November but | had to
keep it absolutely deadly quiet.
If you tell people and it gets out
they can take it away from you.
I told the wife and kids about it
but otherwise deadly quiet.

It must have come as a bit of
a shock?

Total shock | mean, | thought it
was only pop stars or people
who gave large donations to
political parties who got knight-
ed and I've done neither and
I've never been president of a
medical college or done any-
thing for the government really
S0 it was quite a surprise really.

So what do you think is your
biggest achievement?

I've been thinking a lot about
this, all I've really done is my
job, whatever's come my way
I've done. | was Professor of
Pathology at the Hammersmith
for a long time and then at the
Imperial Cancer Research Fund
I was Director of Clinical
Research then latterly I've been

Dean of Barts and the London
and | suppose the organisation
I've made the most difference to
is Barts and the London. When
I came five years ago staff had
pretty low morale but now
we've turned the corner and |
think we're becoming a top
medical school again. So |
would certainly count in my
book what I've done at Barts
and the London as being the
most satisfactory achievement.
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By all accounts things have
changed a huge amount since
you've taken over.

Well 1 should say so, | think
they probably have. | feel a lot
happier about the school than
compared to when | came here.

Well there's been an explo-
sion in the amount of
research during your tenure.
I think that was largely what I
was brought in for. I'm not real-

What's in a name?
Nicholas Alcwyn Wright
will collect his
Knighthood after Thomas
Woodward, better know as
legendary Welsh croon-
er Tom Jones.

ly an educationalist by back-
ground, | wouldn't make any
pretence to be although | am
told by Dr Colvin and the stu-
dents | am very student friend-
ly, but I wouldn't make any pre-
tence to being an educational-
ist. So I was probably brought
in to turn the research around
and it's what I'm in the process
of doing.

And is that the long term
aim?

It's only five years since | came
and I think this is a ten year job
and I think I plan to carry on for
another five years if I can, and
at the end of ten years we'll see
where we are. Our current tra-
jectory is certainly up to plan
and we'll keep trying to do like
that if we can.

What are your
aims?

My aims are to ensure the stan-
dards of medical education in

personal

Barts and the London, make
sure the students continue to be
the great guys that they already
are and | think we have proba-
bly the best medical students |
have ever worked with, and |
mean that. And generally look
after the school in terms of
medical school welfare which |
am interested in - | see Vicky
Tittle every month so that's
kicked in and that's very impor-
tant. I'd like to see research in
the medical school increase by
another order of magnitude
over the next five years so that's
my aims for the school and |
suppose my own personal aim
is my research and I'd like to
get my Cancer Research UK
grant renewed in November! It
comes up for renewal then.

So how would you like people
to address you?

Sir Nick or Sir Nicholas - Sir
Nick Wright is probably best.
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And will your family address
you so?

No! They'll call me by the usual
derogatory terms | should
think!

So you're now the senior fig-
ure in the London medical
world?

Umm, | wouldn't say senior fig-
ure, I mean the senior figure is
called the pro-vice chancellor
and he's elected by the heads of
medical schools and that's cur-
rently Mike Farthing, he's the
dean at Georges. But | mean the
pro-vice chancellor does all the
administrative stuff for the fac-
ulty of medicine and quite hon-
estly I've got enough to do.

So you're not going to stamp
your authority then?

I'll certainly stick up for our
medical school and make sure
our medical school gets a fair
crack of the whip but I certain-
ly won't be behaving any differ-
ently now.

Will the medical school still
be called Barts and the
London in ten years time?

We will always be Barts and the
London. I'm very emphatic that
we're Barts and the London and
Queen Mary so we're BL at QM
and that's all decided and we
will be BL at QM for the fore-
seeable future, well for as long
as I'm in charge anyway. |
think that's generally agreed
that that is our name - | have a
very good relationship with the
principal, | was terrified he was
going to go off and become the
principal of King's as the last
thing I want is a new principal
to come in and disturb the way
we work because we work very
well. | think he's very happy
with BL at QM so we call our-
selves Barts and the London.

So have you set a date to go to
the Palace?

Yeah next week - it's a week on
Thursday (9th February) - very
quick as I'm W.

Did you have a choice of the
date?

No, | was commanded to
appear - | had to cancel a trip to
Japan! | was supposed to be
giving a talk but I can't go!

Well you can't say no to Her
Majesty can you?
Absolutely not, no!

MS would also like to congrat-
ulate Dr Fiona Moss, Post-
graduate Dean at the London
Deanery for her CBE.



