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MICROSOFT has been
inspired by ‘cyberchon-
dria’ - the practice of
looking up your symp-
toms on a search engine
and convincing yourself
that you have the dread-
ful disease that pops up
first - in order to develop
a search angine that an-
swers queries in a more

GAMBLING CLINIC
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THE first NHS Gam-
bling Clinic has been set
up in Soho, initially on a
one year trial basis. It is
partially funded by the
gambling industry
through contributions to
the Responsibility in
Gambling Trust.
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A GREATER proportion

of doctors are being ex-
posed to blood-borne
viruses than nurses, ac-
cording to a report by the
Health Protection Au-
thority. A recent study
by the Royal College of
Nursing  found  that
nearly half of nurses have
had a needlestick injury
at some point in their ca-
reer. Many of these inci-
dents could have been
prevented.
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Baby D, the beautiful blue-
eyed child, endured 17
months of brutal abuse,
resulting in his death. His
mother, her boyfriend and
their lodger have been
convicted but there is
concern that the abuse
was not recognised and
stopped sooner. Blame
has been distributed
amongst many, but how
much were doctors held
responsible?

The last doctor to see
Baby P, Dr. Sabah Al Za-
yyat, is now suspended
from work. She missed
that his back and two of
his ribs were broken, be-
cause she thought he was
too miserable for a full
examination. However,
nineteen different doctors
and health care workers
had already seen him after
the abuse began, which
lead to his tragic death in
August 2007.

Unease began in  De-
cember 2006 when Dr.
Jerome Kaine Ilkwueke,
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the child’s GP, referred
Baby P onto Whittington
hospital. He put in a letter
to paediatricians:
“He presents with an un-
explained  haematoma
over the front of the skull.
Bruises right shoulder,
right breast and sternum
and two-inch frontal
haematoma with bluish
colouration on the front
of the nose. Full alert.”
At the Whittington
Hospital, Dr. Heather
Mackinnon was so trou-
bled by what she saw that
she contacted Haringey

WHAT ABOUT THE E-BUG?
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SCHOOL  pupils are
being taught about infec-
tion in the fight against
superbugs.

The series of interac-

tive games and planned
lessons aim to highlight
the mechanisms of spread
of infection and the use of
antibiotics.
The Health Protection
Agency’s ‘e-bug’ teaching
resource will be available
across Europe from 2000,
being launched to coin-
cide with the first Euro-
pean Antibiotic
Awareness Day.

Across EU states, vari-
ous advertising campaigns
will begin and the De-
partment of Health will
relaunch ‘Antibiotics! Do
You Need Them?’ which
was originally seen in
February 2008.

ARMFULHAIR-
SPRAY

SCIENTISTS at Imperial
College have found that
mothers who come into
comtact with hairspray in
the first trimester of preg-

nancy are more have boys
with congential abnor-

malities. Hypospadias,
where the urethral mea-
tus is on the underside of
the penis, is thought to be
related to exposure to ph-
thalates.

The European Centre for
Disease Prevention and

Control will release statis-
tics of how each EU state
is tackling antibiotic-re-

sistant infections. In the
UK, rates of MRSA are
falling but concerns have
been voiced over other
drug-resistant  bacteria.

E-bug has been devel-
oped for both primary
and secondary school
pupils — the online game
includes quizzes on as-
pects of microbes and a

level that involves hop-
ping on a hover board
and photographing them
with a camera phone.

Dr Cliodna McNulty,
who led the development

of e-Bug, states:
“Public campaigns so far
have been aimed at

adults...but we need to
educate our future gener-
ations of adults and par-
ents about the benefits of
antibiotics and the prob-
lems that can arise
through their misuse.”

Dr Jim Kennedy, pre-
scribing spokesman for
the Royal College of GPs,
agrees -
“It is great that children
will be taught about this...
the over-use of antibiotics
plays a huge role in these
infections and doctors are
still put under pressure to
prescribe these drugs
when they are not neces-
sary.”

You can play online! wwwe-bug.eu

RIZE-WINNING
MARROW

KCL Marrow, a society
that supports the An-
thony Nolan Trust, has
won the prestigious ANT
Award for 2007/8. The so-
ciety raised over £4000
and recruited 300 people
onto the bone marrow
register maintained by the
charity, which helps to
match donors with pa-
tients who need bone
marrow transplants.

CASH FOR
CANCER CENTRE

UNIVERSITY  College
London Hospitals NHS
Trust has been given the
go-ahead for a £momil-
lion cancer centre to be
based in Huntley Street.
Similar initiatives in the
USA are thought to be re-
sponsible for the beetr
survival of cancer patients
there. The centre aims to
lead the way in Europe.

social services. They in
turn contacted the Metro-
politan Police. Police in-
vestigations were carried

Haringey

out and three other doc-
tors examined him. All
agreed there were signs of
physical abuse.

However, despite the
comments, no action was
taken. The Crown Prose-
cution Service said that

there was not enough evi-
dence for a conviction.
And solicitors at
Haringey Council advised
that the case did not pass
the required legal thresh-
old to take him into care.

Had they have known
the full details, would
they have come to such a
decision? Liaison between
doctors and social services
appears to be frail. Per-
haps if communication
between authorities had
been stronger, the distress
that Baby P was experi-
encing could have been
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A CHANGE in criteria
for students entitled to fi-
nancial support has been
criticized sharply by the
British Medical Associa-
tion. Whilst there is no
specific attack on medical
students, they will be par-
ticularly hard hit due to
their lengthy course.

John Denham, the Uni-
versities’ Secretary, an-
nounced the changes in a
written Parliamentary an-
swer, which concentrated
on those in income brack-
ets that would receive
higher levels of funding
than.

Tim Crocker-Buque,
Chairman of the BMA’s
Medical Student Commit-
tee, reacted to the news
with a statement pointing

SEX MESSAGE

BARTS and The London
have introduced a new
scheme
health clinics, whereby
patients are texted the re-
sults of STI tests. Most
people should
their results in 72 hours.
Serious findings, such as
testing HIV  positive,
would not be texted - the
patient would be asked to
make an appointment.

in two sexual
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out that medical students
already graduate with
around £20000 of debt.
He is worried that the
change in the support
structure will deter tal-
ented, able students from
embarking upon medical
training — the exact oppo-
site of the stated purpose.

With the recent
changes in pay structure
and accommodation that
have left many junior doc-
tors feeling out of pocket,
it is likely that debt will
be a greater deterrent to
students than ever before.
At a time when there is
such an emphasis on re-
cruitment regardless of
background, this seems
like a potentially danger-
ous return to the era of
medical education being
the preserve of those
whose families could af-

ford it.

GUARDIAN OF
DIVERSITY
SGUL  has

Guardian Public Service
award for widening par-
ticipation. The adjusted
admission criteria, with
lower grade offers fo
pupils at poorly-perform-|
ing schools, has negligible
impact on exam results,
and has helped increase]
the proportion of state
school and black and mi-
nority ethnic students.
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